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7 August 2018 
 
 
The Deputy Prime Minister, 
01 Hoang Hoa Tham, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi, Vietnam 

 

Fax: +8408044130; +8408044940 

 
 

Dear Deputy Prime Minister, 

The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) wishes to congratulate the government of Vietnam 
on the decision to pass an alcohol control law to reduce the harm related to the use of 
alcohol.  

GAPA is a global alliance with a mission to promote evidence based alcohol policy 
(www.globalgapa.org).  

We have observed the increase in the consumption of commercially produced alcohol in 
Vietnam, particularly beer, and also the statements by the transnational producers of 
alcohol regarding their expectations of increased growth in the Vietnam market. We can 
expect that increased growth in Vietnam's alcohol market, including the beer market, will 
come with increased harm. Alcohol harm is diverse, affecting not only the drinker but also 
those in their surroundings. Alcohol is causally related to 200 diseases and injury conditions 
and also plays a major role in violence. Passing alcohol control legislation, as the government 
of Vietnam plans to do, will reduce such harm and increase the chances of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

In particular we would like to strongly support controls on marketing of alcohol which works 
to normalise alcohol use and is shown clearly to increase drinking by younger people. Such 
controls need to be applied to all beverages, including beer. Controls on availability of 
alcohol by putting in place and enforcing strong licensing laws and restricting places of sale 
and trading hours, along with well enforced minimum purchase age are all evidence based 
effective alcohol policies. GAPA also recommends the use of excise tax, both to reduce heavy 
drinking of alcohol but also, by earmarking a small portion of the excise tax, to provide 
resource for the prevention of alcohol harm. This is an approach which has been used 
successfully in a number of jurisdictions. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=01+Hoang+Hoa+Tham,+Ba+Dinh,+Ha+Noi,+Vietnam&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.globalgapa.org/


 

Once again, please accept our congratulations on your decision to protect citizens of 
Vietnam from alcohol harm by passing an alcohol control act. Such national examples are 
important throughout the world in providing models to countries facing similar problems to 
Vietnam. For this reason, as well as the benefit to Vietnam, GAPA wishes you well in your 
deliberations and hopes the decisions made will be based on evidence of effectiveness and 
not influenced unduly by commercial interests.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Professor Sally Casswell 
Chair, GAPA 
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7 August 2018 
 
 
The Health Minister  
Madam Nguyen Thị Kim Tien 
138 Giang Vo, Ba Dinh, Hanoi 
 

Fax: 842438464051 

 

Dear Madam Nguyen Thi Kim Tien, 

The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) wishes to congratulate the government of Vietnam 
on the decision to pass an alcohol control law to reduce the harm related to the use of 
alcohol.  

GAPA is a global alliance with a mission to promote evidence based alcohol policy 
(www.globalgapa.org).  

We have observed the increase in the consumption of commercially produced alcohol in 
Vietnam, particularly beer, and also the statements by the transnational producers of 
alcohol regarding their expectations of increased growth in the Vietnam market. We can 
expect that increased growth in Vietnam's alcohol market, including the beer market, will 
come with increased harm. Alcohol harm is diverse, affecting not only the drinker but also 
those in their surroundings. Alcohol is causally related to 200 diseases and injury conditions 
and also plays a major role in violence. Passing alcohol control legislation, as the government 
of Vietnam plans to do, will reduce such harm and increase the chances of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

In particular we would like to strongly support controls on marketing of alcohol which works 
to normalise alcohol use and is shown clearly to increase drinking by younger people. Such 
controls need to be applied to all beverages, including beer. Controls on availability of 
alcohol by putting in place and enforcing strong licensing laws and restricting places of sale 
and trading hours, along with well enforced minimum purchase age are all evidence based 
effective alcohol policies. GAPA also recommends the use of excise tax, both to reduce heavy 
drinking of alcohol but also, by earmarking a small portion of the excise tax, to provide 
resource for the prevention of alcohol harm. This is an approach which has been used 
successfully in a number of jurisdictions. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=138+Giang+Vo,+Ba+Dinh,+Hanoi&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.globalgapa.org/


 

Once again, please accept our congratulations on your decision to protect citizens of 
Vietnam from alcohol harm by passing an alcohol control act. Such national examples are 
important throughout the world in providing models to countries facing similar problems to 
Vietnam. For this reason, as well as the benefit to Vietnam, GAPA wishes you well in your 
deliberations and hopes the decisions made will be based on evidence of effectiveness and 
not influenced unduly by commercial interests.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Professor Sally Casswell 
Chair, GAPA 
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Madam Nguyen Thuy Anh  
The chairwoman of the Nation Assembly Social Affairs Committee,  
Vietnam National Assembly 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
22 Hung Vuong, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi, Vietnam 

Fax: +8408046997 
 
 

Dear Madam Nguyen Thuy Anh, 

The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) wishes to congratulate the government of Vietnam 
on the decision to pass an alcohol control law to reduce the harm related to the use of 
alcohol.  

GAPA is a global alliance with a mission to promote evidence based alcohol policy 
(www.globalgapa.org).  

We have observed the increase in the consumption of commercially produced alcohol in 
Vietnam, particularly beer, and also the statements by the transnational producers of 
alcohol regarding their expectations of increased growth in the Vietnam market. We can 
expect that increased growth in Vietnam's alcohol market, including the beer market, will 
come with increased harm. Alcohol harm is diverse, affecting not only the drinker but also 
those in their surroundings. Alcohol is causally related to 200 diseases and injury conditions 
and also plays a major role in violence. Passing alcohol control legislation, as the government 
of Vietnam plans to do, will reduce such harm and increase the chances of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

In particular we would like to strongly support controls on marketing of alcohol which works 
to normalise alcohol use and is shown clearly to increase drinking by younger people. Such 
controls need to be applied to all beverages, including beer. Controls on availability of 
alcohol by putting in place and enforcing strong licensing laws and restricting places of sale 
and trading hours, along with well enforced minimum purchase age are all evidence based 
effective alcohol policies. GAPA also recommends the use of excise tax, both to reduce heavy 
drinking of alcohol but also, by earmarking a small portion of the excise tax, to provide 
resource for the prevention of alcohol harm. This is an approach which has been used 
successfully in a number of jurisdictions. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=22+Hung+Vuong,+Ba+Dinh,+Ha+Noi,+Vietnam&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.globalgapa.org/


 

Once again, please accept our congratulations on your decision to protect citizens of 
Vietnam from alcohol harm by passing an alcohol control act. Such national examples are 
important throughout the world in providing models to countries facing similar problems to 
Vietnam. For this reason, as well as the benefit to Vietnam, GAPA wishes you well in your 
deliberations and hopes the decisions made will be based on evidence of effectiveness and 
not influenced unduly by commercial interests.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Professor Sally Casswell 
Chair, GAPA 
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Madam Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan 
The chairwoman of Nation Assembly, 
The Socialist republic of Vietnam 
22 Hung Vuong, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi, Vietnam 
 
Fax: +8408046997 

 

Dear Madam Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan 

The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) wishes to congratulate the government of Vietnam 
on the decision to pass an alcohol control law to reduce the harm related to the use of 
alcohol.  

GAPA is a global alliance with a mission to promote evidence based alcohol policy 
(www.globalgapa.org).  

We have observed the increase in the consumption of commercially produced alcohol in 
Vietnam, particularly beer, and also the statements by the transnational producers of 
alcohol regarding their expectations of increased growth in the Vietnam market. We can 
expect that increased growth in Vietnam's alcohol market, including the beer market, will 
come with increased harm. Alcohol harm is diverse, affecting not only the drinker but also 
those in their surroundings. Alcohol is causally related to 200 diseases and injury conditions 
and also plays a major role in violence. Passing alcohol control legislation, as the government 
of Vietnam plans to do, will reduce such harm and increase the chances of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

In particular we would like to strongly support controls on marketing of alcohol which works 
to normalise alcohol use and is shown clearly to increase drinking by younger people. Such 
controls need to be applied to all beverages, including beer. Controls on availability of 
alcohol by putting in place and enforcing strong licensing laws and restricting places of sale 
and trading hours, along with well enforced minimum purchase age are all evidence based 
effective alcohol policies. GAPA also recommends the use of excise tax, both to reduce heavy 
drinking of alcohol but also, by earmarking a small portion of the excise tax, to provide 
resource for the prevention of alcohol harm. This is an approach which has been used 
successfully in a number of jurisdictions. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=22+Hung+Vuong,+Ba+Dinh,+Ha+Noi,+Vietnam&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.globalgapa.org/


 

Once again, please accept our congratulations on your decision to protect citizens of 
Vietnam from alcohol harm by passing an alcohol control act. Such national examples are 
important throughout the world in providing models to countries facing similar problems to 
Vietnam. For this reason, as well as the benefit to Vietnam, GAPA wishes you well in your 
deliberations and hopes the decisions made will be based on evidence of effectiveness and 
not influenced unduly by commercial interests.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Professor Sally Casswell 
Chair, GAPA 
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7 August 2018 
 
 
The Prime Minister, 
01 Hoang Hoa Tham, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi, Vietnam 

 

Fax: +8408044130; +8408044940 

 
 

Dear Prime Minister, 

The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) wishes to congratulate the government of Vietnam 
on the decision to pass an alcohol control law to reduce the harm related to the use of 
alcohol.  

GAPA is a global alliance with a mission to promote evidence based alcohol policy 
(www.globalgapa.org).  

We have observed the increase in the consumption of commercially produced alcohol in 
Vietnam, particularly beer, and also the statements by the transnational producers of 
alcohol regarding their expectations of increased growth in the Vietnam market. We can 
expect that increased growth in Vietnam's alcohol market, including the beer market, will 
come with increased harm. Alcohol harm is diverse, affecting not only the drinker but also 
those in their surroundings. Alcohol is causally related to 200 diseases and injury conditions 
and also plays a major role in violence. Passing alcohol control legislation, as the government 
of Vietnam plans to do, will reduce such harm and increase the chances of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

In particular we would like to strongly support controls on marketing of alcohol which works 
to normalise alcohol use and is shown clearly to increase drinking by younger people. Such 
controls need to be applied to all beverages, including beer. Controls on availability of 
alcohol by putting in place and enforcing strong licensing laws and restricting places of sale 
and trading hours, along with well enforced minimum purchase age are all evidence based 
effective alcohol policies. GAPA also recommends the use of excise tax, both to reduce heavy 
drinking of alcohol but also, by earmarking a small portion of the excise tax, to provide 
resource for the prevention of alcohol harm. This is an approach which has been used 
successfully in a number of jurisdictions. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=01+Hoang+Hoa+Tham,+Ba+Dinh,+Ha+Noi,+Vietnam&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.globalgapa.org/


 

Once again, please accept our congratulations on your decision to protect citizens of 
Vietnam from alcohol harm by passing an alcohol control act. Such national examples are 
important throughout the world in providing models to countries facing similar problems to 
Vietnam. For this reason, as well as the benefit to Vietnam, GAPA wishes you well in your 
deliberations and hopes the decisions made will be based on evidence of effectiveness and 
not influenced unduly by commercial interests.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Professor Sally Casswell 
Chair, GAPA 
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